LOSS   OF BVCOriXA.                          81

principalities at Constantinople. Most important of
all, a pregnant clause of the treaty granted the Rus-
sian* Ambassador there the right of " speaking in behalf
of the principalities as circumstances may require."
This informal Russian protectorate was fatal in the
long run to the suzerainty of the Sultan.

But if Austria had been the means of saving the
Roumanians from a permanent Russian annexation,
she soon showed that she had designs of her own upon
their territory. She obtained from the Sultan in 1777
the cession of Bucovina, which then formed the north-
eastern part of Moldavia and contained Suceava, the
ancient capital of the principality, and the venerable
convent of Putna, where the remains of the princes
were laid. Gregory Ghika, who had been placed by
Russian influence on the throne after the war, refused
to sign the deed, which deprived him of the most fertile
part of his country. His action was interpreted by the
Sultan as a further proof of his sympathies with Russia.
The order for his u removal" was issued, and he fell
beneath the yataghans of some Turkish emissaries in
his own capital.

Catherine II. had not abandoned her schemes for
the extension of Russian influence in the principalities.
In 1782 she obtained from the Porte permission to
have Russian consuls at both Bucharest and Jassy,
who naturally became the centres of Russian intrigues
in their respective spheres. The cost of their main-
tenance was defrayed by the Moldavian and Walla-
chian treasuries, and they used their influence to
undermine the authority of the Sultan. - Their
appointment, however unpalatable to the Turks, was
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